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Our next club meeting is
July 26 at 6:45PM

ROSELAND PUBLIC
LIBRARY

JUNE NOTES...
Our thanks to Tom McGowan for setting up the annual club luncheon at the
Kenilworth Hotel. "And a good time was had by all..." Proof of the pudding:
several wives said they would be back for next year's event.
Jim Lavelle's presentation of Fun With Flags2, preempted last month by Ed
Tosti's review of his Naiad model, is still in the offing and will be scheduled at a
future date. According to Jim, it's just as well. It seems Jim was doing some
rehearsing on his patented method for scale flag creation and discovered a
snag. When Jim tried the method earlier this month, instead of ending up with
the desired drape the flag ended up perfectly straight. So it's back to the
drawing board and some follow-up with David Antscherl. It was at one of
Antscherl's workshops that Jim had learned about this technique. More to
follow.
June saw the election of a new slate of officers. Following Tom R.'s review of
club officer duties as outlined in the Constitution, ballots were handed out for
the one contested position, that of President. As a result of the election, Jim
Lavelle was voted in as the new Club President. Chuck Passaro will be our
new Vice President, Tom R. will become Secretary and Al Geigel will assume
duties as club Treasurer.
Tom R. thanks all club members for their support during his just ending 4year term as President. He had the opportunity to lead the club through some
interesting times, not the least of which was finding a new home following our
unexpected and last minute departure from Millburn. Tom's term featured
multiple exhibits, workshops with such experts as David Antscherl, luncheons,
group working sessions, visits (e.g. USS Ling) and many others. Tom
encourages club members to talk the club up among friends and associates
and to work to increase our membership. This is especially important as
several of our long time members will be moving shortly to other states. He
also asks that members share their many and varied talents with others at
meetings and working sessions, and emphasizes that Executive Team
members will always be happy to step in and help where necessary with
presentations. There's a lot of expertise out there in the club, and experience
has shown that, virtually without exception, we have traditionally been
generous in sharing on a one-on-one basis. A big and heartfelt THANK YOU,
Tom and to the other members of the Executive Committee, Jim Lavelle, Ken
Schuetz and Steve Maggipinto for your leadership and service to the club!
In attendance at the June 28 meeting were 20 members and 2nd-time
guest, Jack Cremens. For photos of the meeting, click here.

UPCOMING EVENTS
JULY
16 - Group Working Session
26 - Monthly Meeting - 6:45PM,
Roseland Public Library, 1st Floor

AUGUST
TBD - Group Working Session
23 - Monthly Meeting - 6:45PM,
Roseland Public Library, 1st Floor

SEPTEMBER
TBD - Group Working Session
27 - Monthly Meeting - 6:45PM,
Roseland Public Library, 1st Floor

builds 1/2"=1' models of such items as stagecoaches,
sleds, baby cradles – all phenomenal work. For photos of
the event and the May group workshop, click here.
Morris County Library Exhibit. We requested a
September/October timeframe for the show, but the
library had other season-specific events scheduled, so we
are now looking at the beginning of December 2016 to
mid-January 2017. We would like to have 30-40 models
on display on folding tables along the library's corridors
and in a glass display case just inside the entrance. Steve
Maggipinto passed around a sign up sheet at the June
meeting. Steve, Chuck Passaro, Ozzie Thalmann, Tom
McGowan and Mason Logie signed up to bring one or
more models for the show. The sign up sheet will be
available at future meetings. We are also looking to line
up folding tables, in case the library does not have
enough to display our collection. We have nice cloth
covers for the folding tables. Steve put together a
brochure for the event and will forward this to club
members. A couple of members indicated they would like
to have this event brochure plus a general club brochure
to pass out in their shops or to display in shop windows.

On the Horizon
Exhibition
December and January at the Morris
County Library, Whippany, NJ

NEW
BUSINESS

OLD
BUSINESS
Chuck Passaro brought 3 planks for auction, one
each of walnut, cherry and Castelo (South American)
boxwood. The planks sold quickly. And this is not the
end of it. Chuck has more to bring to future meetings.

On June 4th, Tom Ruggiero attended Farm Day
in Pennsville, NJ, across the Delaware River from
the State of Delaware. He was accompanied by 4
members of the Philadelphia Ship Model Society.
Pennsville is an interesting place. You don't think
you're actually in New Jersey; it's more like being
in the South. There was an exhibitor there who

Also brought for auction were 3 rough-cut hulls,
made by a company that manufactures shoe trees.
These were created with a pattern and cut using a
follower that runs along a drawing, much like a
pantograph (mechanical linkage connected in a
manner based on parallelograms so that the
movement of one pen, in tracing an image, produces
identical movements in a second pen, or in this case, a
cutter). One of the hulls was a New Bedford
whaleboat, the second a Mayflower, the third a (?).
These sold as well.
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BOOKS
AND PUBS

Jim Lavelle brought a "double header" book, The
American Fishing Schooners 1825 - 1935, that he
purchased from Sea Fever Books for $38. The book was
written by Howard Chapelle.
Jim was looking for something to finish up details on his
model of Bluenose. Like all Chapelle books, this one is
soup to nuts. It has lots of drawings, though not too many
photos. The last 300 pages contain notes from all of
Chapelle's research on these boats, things that did not fit
in the chapters. This "notebook" section contains every
detail one could possibly imagine on Gloucester fishing
schooners, the boats that used to race against Bluenose.
Jim considers the book the Bible on fishing schooners.
He found the service he got from Sea Fever Books was
very good. Sea Fever's website is excellent; it's nicely laid
out and searchable.

COOL
TOOLS

This month's entry is not an item of
hardware. It's an article that discusses
how to make conversions from one scale
to another.
Have a 1/48 plan that you want to shrink
to 1/85? Easy, or "Cinchy" as my kids used
to say. Just use the charts (opposite)
shown at this link, or make the conversion
yourself using simple calculations. For
example, if you want to build Columbus'
Pinta in 1/85 scale, but only have 1/48
scale drawings, simply divide the scale
you have by the scale you want: 48 ÷ 85 =
.5647058. Round this up to .56. Now, walk
over or travel to your nearest scaling
copier. Adjust the reduction to 56 percent
and Voila!, you have your plans in 1/85
scale.
Cinchy. Of course, this will only work if
your original plans fit on the platen.
Otherwise, you might need to go to
Staples.

—3—

SHOW
AND TELL

Chuck Passaro brought the skeleton of a Queen Anne
Royal Barge, circa 1700, that he is building. It will be made
just like the original with floors, futtocks and frames. Rather
than trying to glue the model up over a template, Chuck
laser-etched a line to guide placement of the floor, which,
using a straight edge, can easily and accurately be glued
directly to the futtock. The model is designed to be built
upside down, with the frames pushed (not glued) into slots.
It will be clinker planked. Jim Lavelle has agreed to do the
Beta testing for the barge. The next step in the process will
be planking. Planks will be pre-spiled and laser cut. A laser
etched reference line will be on the clinker strakes to
indicate where to put the bevel. There will only be 3 planks
on the top, so you can easily see the frames. The bottom
two planks are lapstrake or clinker. If the build of the
prototype goes well, Chuck will be offering the model for
sale. Since the last meeting, Chuck has also started
rigging Cheerful, a time consuming process that can "only
be done so much during the day". He is alternating the
rigging process with the barge build. For more info on the
barge, click here (Pages 2–6).
Chuck also discussed the use of professional grade
emery boards or sanding sticks for smoothing laser cut
material. He buys these on Ebay. They are much stronger,
stiffer and effective than commercial emery boards used to
file fingernails. The sanding sticks come in multiple grits.
One of Chuck's favorites is a board with 120 grit on one
side, 180 grit on the other. The stiffness of these boards is
especially useful in removing laser char and producing a
smooth edge. A case of 50 of these costs $24 on Ebay.
Only one problem: the company Chuck bought these from
is called "Bedroom Desires" (guffaws from the crowd!). So
be careful if your spouse or S.O. reads box labels or credit
card statements – best to forewarn her...
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SHOW
AND TELL

Ozzie Thalmann was up next with his 1/24 Model
Expo Picket Boat #1. It's a completed model of the kit he
bought at the March auction. Is Ozzie trying to compete
with Don Otis for the title of the club's fastest builder?
Real-life Picket Boat #1 was built in 1864, was 45' long
and had a crew of 15. The boat was famous for sinking
CSS Albemarle, a Confederate ironclad, in October
1864. During the attack, 2 Union men drowned, 11 were
captured and 2 escaped. The sinking was a true case of
David vs. Goliath, with the small boat able to sink the
ironclad with a spar torpedo. Ironically, Albemarle had
surrounded herself with log booms to ward off such an
attack. But the picket boat was able to ride over these,
partly because they were covered with slime from long
exposure to the surrounding waters. With her spar fully
planted against the ironclad's hull, the picket boat's
commander stood up in the bow (amidst gunfire from the
Confederates) and pulled the lanyard, detonating the
torpedo's explosive charge. The result was a hole at the
waterline "big enough to drive a wagon through".
The only thing Ozzie did not like about the model was
the prospect of spiling the hull planking (for more on this,
click here, page 35). He opted instead for stealers.
Everything shown on the model is provided in the kit,
including the boiler and engine piping. In true Ozzie
style, the rudder and propeller are working parts.

—5—

SHOW
AND TELL

Mason Logie showed a 1/75 Heller kit model of Nina
that is in its initial stages. It's one he rediscovered while
packing for a move to new digs. It seems like a really
easy kit until you realize it has such things as plastic
deadeyes that need to be threaded! Now that he has
rediscovered the kit, Mason would like to finish it by
Christmas. He will need to do some scratchbuilding, e.g.,
seats for the lifeboat. The kit comes with a water barrel;
Mason was planning to add a spigot to this but then
wondered if they had such things in 1492 (further
investigation showed they didn't – access was provided
by a hinged barrel cover). Mason also brought a figure of
Blackbeard. He will be asking for help with painting the
pirate's face. Both of these projects are the perfect size
to bring to Saturday group working sessions.
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SHOW
AND TELL

Second-time guest Jack Cremens brought a ship-in-abottle. It's unique in that it includes 4 masts and a
landscape background. It was inherited from Jack's uncle,
a former Merchant Mariner. Jack has had the keepsake for
nearly 50 years, and based on the color and condition of
the bottle, he estimates it is between 120 and 150 years
old. Jack also brought a couple of sperm whale's teeth,
also inherited from his uncle. Estimated value: $1500
apiece. The teeth are numbered, but for what reason, he
doesn't know. Jack was going to have them scrimshawed,
but found that he'd have to send them to Hawaii to get that
done and he wasn't sure he'd get them back.
Scrimshawing at this point would also end up devaluing
the pieces.
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The Ship Model Society of New Jersey
The Broadaxe is published monthly by The Ship
Model Society of New Jersey (SMSNJ), a nonprofit
organization dedicated to teaching and promoting ship
modeling and maritime history. Membership dues are
$25.00 for the first year and $20.00 per year thereafter.

If any member would like an email copy of the
roster, please drop a note to Tom Ruggiero at the
email address listed below. If there is an error in the
roster let Tom know and the roster will be amended.
Please make sure that your spam filter is not
blocking emails from Tom because if it is, you won't
get member bulletins. You can eliminate the filtering
by adding Tom's email address to your contact list.
Please keep the secretary informed of any changes
so that the roster can be kept current. If you would
like a printed copy of the roster, please send a SASE
to Tom Ruggiero at the address below and one will
be mailed to you. Rosters are also available at the
monthly meetings.

Visit our Web Site at:
http://www.shipmodelsocietyofnewjersey.org where a
web version of The Broadaxe can be found. The
Broadaxe is distributed by both US mail and email in
PDF format.
Regular meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of
every month at 6:45 PM, at the Roseland Free Public
Library, 20 Roseland Avenue, Roseland, New Jersey.
Guests are always welcome.

Please keep your contact information up to date.
Your email address is particularly important because
that is the main avenue of communication for club
announcements. In case of emergencies such as
last-minute cancellations due to weather, emails will
be sent to the members.

Contributions to The Broadaxe are always welcome,
and SMSNJ members are encouraged to participate.
Articles, shop hints and news items may be submitted
directly to the Editor as typed manuscript or electronic
files, either on discs or by email. Handwritten notes or
other materials will be considered depending on the
amount of editing and preparation involved.

Direct All Correspondence To:

The Broadaxe is edited by Steve Maggipinto. Your
ideas and suggestions are always welcome. Please
submit them to Steve Maggipinto at
Stevemagg@optonline.net.

Tom Ruggiero
54 Peach Orchard Dr, East Brunswick, NJ 08816
(732) 257-6063
Email: Trugs@comcast.net

Club Officers
PRESIDENT:
Jim Lavelle
11 Red Twig Trail, Bloomingdale, NJ 07403
(973) 492-9407
E-mail: Jim@JMLavelle.com

TREASURER:
Al Geigel
453 Second Street, Dunellen, NJ 08812
(732) 529-5147
E-mail: Algeigel@optonline.net

VICE PRESIDENT:
Chuck Passaro
175 Orient Way, Rutherford, NJ 07070
(201) 507-5310
E-mail: Cpassaro@verizon.net

SECRETARY:
Tom Ruggiero
54 Peach Orchard Dr, East Brunswick, NJ 08816
(732) 257-6063
Email: Trugs@comcast.net
WEBMASTER:
Chuck Passaro
E-mail: Cpassaro@verizon.net
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