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Upcoming Events 

 & Tech Sessions  

 The next meeting is; Satur-
day, October 19, 2024 at 
Roseland Library.  Time is 
12:30. 

The November meeting is 
Saturday, November 9, 2024 
at 10:30 at Roseland Library.  
Note that this earlier day 
and time. 

The December Meeting will 
be virtual only. 

 

 

  

OF NEW JERSEY 

Founded 1981 

Meeting Report:  The meeting was opened by our President Bill 

Brown at 12:30 pm at Roseland Library.  Sixteen members attended.  

Tom presented the status of our finances. 

At the meeting we discussed the schedule for future meetings.  In 

general, while meeting on Saturday is doable, meeting in the after-

noon is not the best.  We have discussed meeting dates and times 

with the Library Management and we have been able to schedule our 

2025 meetings to start at 10:30.  The Library will not be open in July 

and August 2025. 

Kevin Kenny has been to Lisbon, Portugal.  While there he visited the 

maritime museum.  He made a You tube video of his visit.  You can 

view it at; www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4eSbkAUeJo 

A question was asked about having an auction for the membership.  

Some noted that our past auctions had resulted in very little in the 

way of sales even with bargain basement prices.  Tom stated that ex-

cept for consumables like paint and glue we generally have all that we 

need in our shops.  This year we were approached by several rela-

tives of modelers that have passed asking us to help dispose of there 

tools, kits, and even completed models.  We decided that any mem-

ber who wishes to sell or give something away can bring it to a meet-

ing and there will be time in the meeting to auction that item.  We just 

ask that you let us know that you are bringing it so that adequate time 

can be budgeted. 

The meeting adjoined at 13:05. 

Next Tech Session  

The October 2024  Tech Session is ñMast Hoop Makingô presented by Rich Lane. 
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AND 
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Joint Clubs 2025 

The Joint Clubs Committee will be meeting virtually to 

plan the event.  Mike Ellison will Chair the committee. 

A deceased former member has an upgraded Preac Saw.  

Bill and Chuck suggested that the SMSNJ procure the 

saw as a raffle prize at the conference.  It was proposed 

that SMSNJ buy the saw.  A motion was made and ac-

cepted.  All present members approved the funds to buy 

the saw. 

The Capture of Britania 

Bill was contacted by the Middletown Historical Society.  

They are having an event to celebrate the capture of the 

Britania, an English Privateer brigantine that was cap-

tured by the Colonials in 1779.  They were looking for a 

model of the Brigantine, but need it by October 27, 2024.  

We donôt have one, but Tom will be displaying his Liver-

pool that day as she was in Sandy Hook Bay at that time.  

Even though a completely different vessel, it is the same 

period and location.   

Tech Sessions  

After the August meeting we sent out a request for mem-

bers to identify subjects that they would like demonstrated 

in a Tech Session.  The goal is to schedule as many in 

advance as we can.  We got back the following list of top-

ics: 

мΦ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƅŀƎǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ 

нΦ ! ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƻǇ ŀ ōƭƻŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
Ƙƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘΦ  Iƻǿ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǊƻǇŜ ǎǇƭƛŎŜΦ 

оΦ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ Ŏŀƴƴƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎ ƛǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘŀŎƪƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŜŎƘ ƭƛƴŜΦ 

пΦ  Iƻǿ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ Ƴŀǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ǎǘƻŎƪΦ 

рΦ Iƻǿ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǊƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ 
ƛǘΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ όǿƘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǊƻǇŜ 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘύΦ 

сΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎΦ 

тΦ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ŎǊȅƭƛŎǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ 

уΦ {ǇƛƭƛƴƎ tƭŀƴƪǎ 

фΦ tŀƛƴǝƴƎ {ƘƛǇǎ bŀƳŜ 

млΦ CƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ ƻƴ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǎƘƛǇǎΣ ό ǿƛǇŜ ƻƴ Ǉƻƭȅ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŀǊƴƛǎƘŜǎύ 

ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ ŬƴƛǎƘ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ 

ōŀǊŜ ǿƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŬƴƛǎƘ  

ммΦ aŀƪƛƴƎ /ƘŀƛƴǇƭŀǘŜǎ 

мнΦ .ŀǎƛŎ CƛƎǳǊŜƘŜŀŘ /ŀǊǾƛƴƎ 

моΦ {ƻƭŘŜǊƛƴƎ 

мпΦ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 

²Ŝ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘΦ 

NEW 

BUSINESS 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻ .ƻƻƪǎ ƻǊ tǳōπ

ƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ 
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In general, copper plates that are commercially available are  usually too thick.  Addi-

tionally, those that purport to show the nail pattern are usually out of scale.  The nails 

that were used are copper flat head that is not bigger than 1/2ð3/4 inch in diameter.  

They are also nailed just about flat.  Copper foil tape is okay, but Rich has found a 

better way.  He copper gilds paper.  Here are the steps for this process: 

Using 20 lbs computer paper draw a grid to the size of plates you want to make. 

On the opposite side of the computer paper apply Gilding Size (glue) using a soft 

brush.  It will set in about 15 minutes and will be tacky like masking tape, should not 

be sticky or wet. It will stay tacky for about twelve hours so you can take your time.  

 

 Technical Session 

"Cooper Plates with Copper Gilding 

Foilò by Rich Lane 

!ǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ƭŜŀŦ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƻƊ ǊŀƎ ƻǊ ǎƻƊ ōǊǳǎƘΦ 

¢ǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ ¦ǎŜ ŀ ǇƻǳƴŎŜ ǿƘŜŜƭ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǊǳƭŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǊƛǾŜǘǎ ΦaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŀǊŜƴϥǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊǇ ǎƻ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ tƭŀŎŜ ŀ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƻǳƴŎŜ ǿƘŜŜƭ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ƘƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ Φ ! ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ   
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Cut out the plates with a x-acto knife or scissors.  

The plates can be glued to the model using wood or white 

glue. I think yellow wood glue is the best .I put the glue in a 

bottle cap and add a few droops of water to it. When you 

apply the glue to the back of the plate the glue soaks into 

the paper and you end up with a epoxy plate with copper on 

the other side, very durable.   

 Technical Session 

"Cooper Plates with Copper Gilding 

Foilò by Rich Lane 

¢ƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǳǇ ŀƴȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŜŘƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŜƴ ƎƭǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǳǎŜ LǊƛŘŜǎŎŜƴǘ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ōǊƻǿƴƛǎƘ 

ŎƻƭƻǊ ŀŎǊȅƭƛŎ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǳǇ Φ ¢Ƙƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊǳǎƘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǇŜ ƻũ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

ŘŀƳǇ ǊŀƎ Φ¢ƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƻŀƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŜŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǿƛǇŜǎ ƻũ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŀƳǇ ǊŀƎ ƻǊ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǘƻǿŜƭΦ 

hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƛǎ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ǇƭŀǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛƴȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƴƴȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ǎƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ 

ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŀƎŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ǇŜƴƴȅΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǇƭŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƛǘ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ƭƻƻƪΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴƛǎƘ ƻȄƛπ

Řŀǝƻƴ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ƛǎ ŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƪƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǎǇǊŀȅ ƻŦ 

ǎŀǝƴ ŬƴƛǎƘ ƭŀŎǉǳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŀƎƛƴƎΦ aƻƘŀǿƪ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǎǇǊŀȅ ƭŀŎǉǳŜǊǎΦ 

aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜΤ  

ǇǊƛƴǘŜǊ ǇŀǇŜǊ όŀōƻǳǘ нл ƭōǎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ƳŀȄύΣ  

.ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ƭŜŀŦ 

DƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ƛȊŜ - ǿŀǘŜǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ƭŜŀŦ ŀŘƘŜǎƛǾŜ 

{ƻƊ ŀǊǝǎǘ ƅŀǘ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ōǊǳǎƘ 

tƻǳƴŎŜ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ 

{ǇǊŀȅ ƭŀŎǉǳŜǊ όaƻƘŀǿƪύ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ wƛŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΦ 
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SHOW & 
TELL 

Fair American Colonial 

1776 Scale 1:48, Solid Hull 

Model Shipways Kit 

Bill Brown 

Bill is working on a model that he started 

about forty years ago.  It is an original yel-

low box kit of the Fair American.  Which of 

the two or three Fair Americans that were 

used in the Reviolution is unclear.  This kit 

is a model of the model that is in Preble 

Hall at the Naval Academy.  Bill resurrect-

ed the kit and has stripped of the original 

planking.  He is working on thinning down 

the bulwarks and other clean up work.  It is 

coming along nicely. 
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SHOW & 
TELL 

Whale Boat, US 

19th Century, Scale 1:24 

Model Shipways Kit 

Steve Fletcher 

Steve is working on a kit that he got at an auction.  It came in a box that didinôt match the contents, but he 

determined that it is a Whaleboat and has the plans sheet as well as the book by Erik Ronnberg, Jr.  This 

may have started as a redo by the current Model Expo of the original Model Shipways kit that SMSNJ 

Plank Owner, the late Jim Roberts may have designed.  All of that said, this is not a novice or even appren-

tice kit having all of the clenched rivets for attaching the planking.  The start looks very good Steve. 
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SHOW & 
TELL 

Argus US 

1807,Brig  

Scale 1:96, Scratch Build 

Tom Ruggiero 

Tom has begun gathering materials to start on his next project, USS Argus.  The United States Congress author-

ized construction of the brig, originally named USS Merrimack, the second U.S. Navy ship of that name, on 23 

February 1803, and on 29 April 1803 the U.S. Navy contracted with the shipyard of Edmund Hartt at Boston, Mas-

sachusetts, to construct the ship. Edmund Hartt's brother, Joseph Hartt, drafted the plans for the brig, designed 

with a flush deck and fine lines to optimize her for sailing conditions in the Mediterranean Sea. Captain Edward 

Preble was appointed superintendent of her construction, and her keel was laid down at Hartt's yard on 12 May 

1803.  United States Secretary of the Navy Robert Smith  found that U.S. Navy officers disliked the name Merri-

mack for the new brig, and he directed that she be renamed Argus, the first U.S. Navy ship of that name, on 4 

June 1803.  Argus participated in the Barbary Wars.  During the War of 1812, she was an excellent commerce 

raider until eventually captured by the British Sloop of War Pelican in 1803. 

Tom will be making the hull using the lift method (also called bread and butter).  Since, Argus was copper clad 

below the water line he will be planking the hull from just below the waterline to the sheer of the hull.  Here are the 

plans for Argus as well as the templates for the first four lifts. 


